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"The Permanent Sublime: Kant on Terrorism"

The speech offers some introductory notes on the concept of terrorism
as it appears in contemporary political philosophy - terrorism as
unconventional warfare, as a performative communication, and as a
media event. It will be discussed how the notion of war (conventional
combat) is situated within the Kantian analytic of the sublime. Finally,
the aesthetic categories of the beautiful and the sublime will be placed
in a rhetorical perspective, using the concepts of allegory and irony, first

via Quintilian, and second, more importantly, via Friedrich Schlegel.
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